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Arnold,  February,  1902. 
To  THE  Arnold  Urb^ln  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  for  1901.  I will  ask  you 

first  to  consider  tlie 

Vital  Statistics. 

I. — Popidalion.  Since  my  last  Annual  Report  the  census  has  been 
taken,  and  tbe  population  of  tbe  District  was  found  to  be  8,758. 
The  increase  since  tbe  1891  census  is  surprisingly  small  as  compared 
with  tbe  increase  between  tbe  years  1881-1891,  in  tbe  latter 
mentioned  decade  it  was  over  2000,  in  tbe  former  not  quite  1000. 
In  the  absence  of  more  rebable  data  tbe  population  of  a place  is 
usually  estimated  by  adding  to  tbe  population  every  year  tbe 
annual  average  increase  of  the  preceding  ten  years  : in  tbis  particular 
case,  however,  tbis  method  was  by  no  means  near  the  mark,  as 
tbe  yearly  increase  ought  to  have  been  202,  instead  of  which  it 
was  only  98.  My  estimate  of  tbe  population  in  my  last  Yearly 
Report  was  much  too  large,  and  in  consec|uence  the  death-rates  and 
birth-rates  were  understated  ; I have,  however,  revised  all  the  figures 
in  Table  I.,  in  tbe  light  of  tbe  recent  census,  and  tbe  returns  are 
now  approximately  correct. 
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II. — Deaths.  Ill  were  registered  during  tlie  year — 47  males  and 
64  females  ; the  deatli-rate  is  12'67  per  1000  per  annum. 

The  death-rates  of  the  previous  ten  years  are  appended  in  Table  I., 
and  on  comparison  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rate  for  1901  is  nearly 
three  less  than  the  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years,  and  is 
practically  the  same  as  the  1894  rate,  which  is  tlie  lowest  in  the  series. 

Age  Moet^vlity. 

Table  lY.  .shows  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred,  and  also 
the  causes  of  death  classitied  and  arranged ; the  following  is  the 
pei’centage  of  deaths  at  different  ages  : — 

under  1 year  - 33-33  per  cent, 

between  1 — 25  years  18-01  ,, 

„ 25—65  „ 24-32 

over  65  years  - 24-32  ,, 


Seasonal  Mortality. 


28  deaths  occurred  in  the  1st  quarter 

or  25-22  per  cent. 

25  „ 

„ V 2nd  ,, 

22-52 

21  „ 

1)  3rd  ,, 

18-91  „ 

37  „ 

>>  !>  4th  ,, 

33-33 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  37  deaths  in  infants  under  12  months  of  age;  this 
means  a death-rate  of  139  per  1000  births.  On  referring  to  Table  I. 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  rate  is  actually  25  less  than  the  average  of 
the  preceding  ten  jears. 

The  Infant  death-rate  is  always  a useful  guide  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  a place,  for  young  children  are  particularly  prone  to  be 
affected  by  insanitary  surroundings,  and  considering  how  some  of  them 
are  kept  as  regards  cleanliness,  and  how  injudiciously  some  are  fed  it 
is  surprising  that  this  death-rate  is  as  low  as  it  is — it  is  somewhat 
lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  In  1897  our  Infant  mortality 
rate  was  254  per  1000  births,  and  in  my  report  for  that  year  I 
remarked  that  improper  feeding  had  a great  deal  to  do  with  this  high 
rate : I have  noticed,  however,  during  the  last  year  or  two,  that  there 
is  a marked  improvement  in  the  artificial  rearing  of  infants. 
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There  were  8 deaths  from  F/ithisis  or  Consumption,  and  the  deatli- 
rate  is  '91  per  1000  per  auinim. 

III.  — Births.  265  were  registered  during-  tlie  year — 141  males 
and  124  females. 

The  Birth-rate  is  30-25  per  1000  per  aimum, 

IV.  — Zymotic  Diseases.  There  were  14  cases  of  Infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year.  Table  III.  shows  the  different  diseases,  and 
also  the  ages  at  which  the}-  occurred.  In  only  three  cases  was  it 
thought  necessary  to  remove  the  patient  to  the  Sanatorium,  and  in 
each  instance  the  expense  was  privately  defrayed. 

There  were  14  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases:  — 

1 from  Measles. 

1 „ Whooping  Cough. 

2 ,,  Diphtheria. 

1 ,,  Influenza. 

9 ,,  Diarrhoea. 

This  represents  a death-rate  of  1-5  per  1000  per  annum. 

I.  — Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  In  my  last  Annual  Eeport  I drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of  these  cases  was  diminishing 
every  year,  and  that  it  was  a matter  for  congratulation  as  the  inference 
could  be  di-awn  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  place  was  improving. 

There  were  only  two  eases  notified  during  the  year,  in  neither 
was  there  anything  specially  wrong  about  the  house  or  premises,  nor 
any  evidence  of  polluted  water  or  milk : both  patients  recovered. 

II.  — Diphtheria.  Five  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  they  were 
all  in  different  pai-ts  of  the  town,  and  all  had  a different  milk  supply. 
In  one  instance  only  was  there  a definite  sanitary  defect,  viz. — in 
Furlong  Street  Avenue,  which  is  not  sewered;  the  cesspool  belonging 
to  the  row  of  houses  in  which  the  case  occurred  is  situated  much  too 
near  the  houses,  and  should  be  removed  to  a greater  distance. 


III. — Erysipelas.  One  case  only  occurred. 
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IV. — Pnerpp.ral  Fever  \ 

V. — Smei/l  Pox  > have  been  entirely  absent. 

VI.  — Membranous  Croup  J 

VII.  — Measles  became  epidemic  early  in  November  and  continued 
so  till  the  end  of  December:  the  outbreak  was  confined  almost  entirely 
to  Daybrook  ; on  December  9th,  I advised  yon  to  close  the  boys’  and 
infants’  schools  for  tlie  following  reasons:  — 

(1)  Tlie  disease  affected  particularly  the  children  attending  those 

schools. 

(2)  In  spite  of  exclusion  the  complaint  was  increasing. 

(3)  The  attendance  was  very  greatly  reduced. 

(4)  The  disease  was  probably  contracted  at  school,  for  though 

the  children  mix  in  the  streets,  yet  they  are  not  in  such 
intimate  contact  as  when  in  school,  and  moi’eover  they 
are  in  the  fresh  air. 

(5)  Measles  is  infections  before  the  rash  appears,  and  as  the 

commencement  is  much  like  an  ordinaiy  cold,  children 
were  being  sent  to  school  whilst  in  an  infectious  state. 

The  schools  were  closed  till  December  30th,  and  the  result  was 
entirely  satisfactory — veiy  few  cases  occurring  afterwards. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  this  cause,  partly  because  the 
type  of  disease  was  generally  mild,  and  partly,  I believe,  because 
parents  are  beginning  to  realise  that  measles  is  not  always  a trivial 
complaint,  and  consequently  greater  care  is  taken  from  the  very 
commencement. 

VIII.  — Wliooping  Cough.  In  August,  September,  and  October, 
there  were  a number  of  cases  : the  weather  was  favourable  and  the 
attacks  mild,  and  there  was  only  one  death. 

IX.  — Epidemic  Diarrhcea.  A large  number  of  cases  occurred  in 
June,  curiously,  they  were  almost  all  adidts  who  were  attacked,  the 
illness  was  usually  severe  and  of  short  duration,  but  leaving  consider- 
able prostration  after.  One  very  old  person  died  in  a few  hours  from 
this  cause.  About  the  middle  of  Jul}^  infants  became  affected,  and 
there  were  several  deaths. 


5 


I have  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  tliat  the  chief  causes  of 
this  disease  are  hot  dry  weather  and  insanitary  conditions,  and,  in 
mfants,  improper  and  careless  feeding- : organic  refuse  decomposes  with 
marvellous  rapidity  in  hot  weather,  and  the  foul  smells  arising 
necessarily  pollute  the  air,  and  prove  highty  deleterious  to  health  ; in 
this  waj-  milk  also  becomes  infected,  and  this  explains  why  infants  are 
very  prone  to  suffer  from  diarrhoea  during  hot  weather.  Prevention 
consists  mainly  in  thorough  and  systematic  scavenging  and  general 
cleanliness. 


X.  — Injiuenza.  There  was  no  epidemic,  but  a few  cases  occurred 
in  March,  October,  and  November. 

XI.  — Scarlet  Fever.  Six  cases  were  notified  during  tlie  year : 
three  were  sent  to  the  Hospital  at  the  householders’  expense. 

IsoL.vTiox  Hospital. 

In  my  report  for  1900  I drew  the  attention  of  the  existing  Council 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  provision  for  the  isolation  of  Small-pox 
patients : I also  said  that  though  the  occasion  might  only  very  seldom 
arise,  yet  we  ought  to  be  prepared.  Considering  the  epidemic  in 
London  at  the  present  time,  it  is  quite  possible  that  sooner  or  later 
we  shall  be  having  cases  in  our  district  : I will  make  no  further 
remarks  on  this  subject,  because  I understand  the  matter  is  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Sanitary  Committee; 

Scavenging. 

When  the  new  Scavenger  commenced  his  work  the  place  was  in 
a deplorable  condition,  the  work  had  been  neglected  so  long  that  at 
a rough  estimate  I should  say  about  one-third  of  the  ashpits  required 
immediate  emptying  ; the  work  consequently  has  not  been  able  to  be 
done  systematically,  the  Scavenger  having  to  go  all  over  the  District 
doing  the  lu-gent  work  first  : it  is  done  well  at  present,  and,  I hope, 
directh'  he  gets  the  place  thoroughly  in  hand,  that  it  will  be  done 
systematically,  regularly,  and  between  the  proper  hours. 

The  Scavenging  arrangements  have  always  been  a difficulty  in 
Arnold  as  elsewhere,  and  the  primary  cause  of  the  trouble  here  is,  I 
think,  because  we  can  never  get  a Scavenger  to  stay  long  at  the  job  : 
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the  work  is  neglected  for  some  time  before  he  gives  it  up,  and  the 
new  man  for  the  first  few  months  lias  to  be  doing  all  tlie  neglected 
work — during  these  two  periods  the  middens  become  a nuisance  and 
a menace  to  health : the  work  is  not  agreeable,  and  the  Scavenger 
should  be  well  paid.  The  soil,  too,  will  not  be  bought  if  so  much 
rubbish  such  as  old  tins,  broken  glass,  &c.,  be  mixed  with  it  as  is 
frequently  the  case,  so  the  rule  forbidding  this  should  be  strictly 
enforced. 

The  water-carriage  8y.stem  is  decidedly  the  healthiest  and  most 
convenient,  and  it  would  be  well,  I think,  if  plans  for  new  houses 
were  not  passed  unless  this  were  included. 

N UISAXCES. 

In  my  last  Annual  Eeport  1 drew  your  attention  to  the  increasing 
nuisance  of  pigs  being  kept  so  near  to  dwelling  houses  : the  practice 
is  an  ancient  one,  and  still  continues.  No  doubt  a certain  monetary 
loss  would  be  entailed  by  many  owners  if  they  were  compelled  to  keep 
the  styes  at  a greater  distance,  as  in  many  cases  they  would  have  to 
be  abandoned  altogether,  the  yards  not  being  large  enough,  but  still 
the  risk  of  disease — notably  Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea- — is  so  very  much  greater  under  the  present  conditions,  that 
a regulation  as  regards  this  nuisance  strictly  enforced  would  be  a great 
step  in  the  improvement  of  the  Sanitation  of  the  District,  and  a 
comfort  to  the  community  at  large. 

V^arious  other  nuisances  have  come  under  my  notice  during  the 
year — the  chief  of  which  have  been  wet  ashpits,  due  in  some  cases  to 
the  householders  using  them  for  what  they  are  not  intended — viz., 
liquid  refuse,  and  in  other  cases  to  faulty  construction  or  dilapidation  : 
the  essiential  points  in  their  construction  are  that  they  should  be 
absolutely  rain-proof,  and  lined  with  a non-porous  brick  set  in  cement. 

Overcrowding  has  come  under  observation  several  times  : it  exists 
especially  in  the  old  properties  at  the  top  end  of  the  town,  where  the 
roofs  are  low  pitched  ; in  those  cases  where  the  families  are  exceptionally 
large,  and  expense  a matter  for  consideration,  it  is  not  an  easy  subject 
to  deal  with.  It  is,  however,  a matter  of  considerable  importance  as 
far  as  health  is  concerned — a deficiency  of  air  space  in  bedrooms  being 
a common  cause  of  illnes.s. 
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Sewees. 

Tvro  roads  iu  the  District  are  without  sewers,  viz. — Furlong  Street 
Avenue  and  jRedhill  Lane.  Cesspools  are,  or  ought  to  be,  a thing  of 
the  past,  at  any  rate  in  an  Urban  District,  and  I hope  before  very 
long  that  these  two  instances  will  be  remedied. 

The  condition  of  the  main  Sewers  is  satisfactory,  and  the  flushing 
arrangements  sufiicient : the  former  nuisance  of  the  branch  Sewers  has, 
to  a great  extent,  been  rectified  by  the  erection  of  the  ventilating 
shafts. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I beg  to  thank  you  for  the  kindness 
and  consideration  which  I have  received  at  your  hands. 


1 am. 


A^our  obedient  Servant, 

HARVEY  FRANCIS,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2880806x 


ARNOLD  DISTRICT. 
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* Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  -water),  4612. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  8758.  Number  of  inhabited  houses.  1108.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house, 

At  Census  of  1901. 


ARNOLD  DISTRICT. 

TABLE  III. 

Oases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1901. 
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ARNOLD  DISTRICT. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1901. 
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Diseases 

Cancer,  Malignant 

1 

1 

Diseases 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

11 

2 
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8 
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Other  Diseases  of 
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1 
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